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himself of the time when the Savages were engaged
in their winter occupations, to come to see us, for
the purpose of regulating some matters relating to
his Mission. He set out on the first day of this
year, 1730, and not expecting to arrive at the resi-
dence of Father Souel, of whose fate he was ignorant,
in time to say Mass, he determined to say it at the
mouth of the little river of the VYazous, where his
party had cabined.

As he was preparing for this sacred office, he saw
a boat full of Savages landing. They demanded
from them of what Nation they were. *‘Yazous,
comrades of the French,” they replied, making a
thousand friendly demonstrations to the voyageurs
who accompanied the Missionary, and presenting
them with provisions. While the Father was pre-
paring his altar, a flock of bustards passed, and the
voyageurs fired at them the only two guns they had,
without thinking of reloading, as Mass had already
commenced. The Savages noted this and placed
themselves behind the voyageurs, as if it was their
intention to hear Mass, although they were not
Christians.

At the time when the Father was saying the Kyrie
eleison, the Savages made their discharge. The
Missionary perceiving himself wounded in his right
arm, and seeing one of the voyageurs killed at his
feet, and the four others fled, threw himself on his
knees to receive the last fatal blow, which he
regarded as inevitable. In this posture he received
two or three discharges. But although the Savages
fired while almost touching him, yet they did not
inflict on him any new wounds. Finding himself,
then, as it were, miraculously escaped from so many



